BURSTALL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Burstall Parish Council Meeting held on 23rd September 2026, 10:09am at Burstall Village Hall Pavillion, Burstall.

Present: Cllr B Gasper (Chair), Cllr A Kerrison, Cllr L Raby, Cllr K Raby, Cllr W Petersen, Cllr S Godfrey.

In attendance:
Mrs S Main, Clerk & RFO to Burstall Parish Council
Ten members of the public.

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Gasper.

576.  APOLOGIES: to RECEIVE and APPROVE apologies for absence
No apologies received – all Councillors were in attendance.

577. DISPENSATIONS: to RECEIVE any Declarations of Interest or to CONSIDER and APPROVE such dispensation requests 
None were received.

578. PUBLIC FORUM: Members of the public are invited to address the Council regarding items listed on this agenda.
No comments were received from members of the public.

579. PLANNING APPLICATION DC/26/02980 - Proposed Extension to the Existing Brook Farm Battery Energy Storage System, Burstall, IP8 3GQ: to CONSIDER and RESOLVE the Parish Council’s formal response to be submitted to the Local Planning Authority
A Clerk’s Briefing Note was circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting, with a non-exhaustive list of items they may wish to consider in their decision making.

Cllr Gasper explained history of other applications in the area and considers many of the matters raised for those are the same concerns he has for this. He raised the recent Axminster BESS refusal based on danger to aquifer contamination due to fire and thermal runaway and would like to include this in any comments made.

Cllr Petersen put forward his view to object based on agreement to all the points in the Clerks Briefing Note. He would like to emphasise the water contamination issue more not just because of the risk to aquifer contamination, but also contamination to nearby waterways such as the River Gipping which has many drinking water extraction points.

Cllr Godfrey wants to object on the basis that the cumulative impact in the area is now too great. The Axminster refusal shows that there is a risk to the aquifer that has not been mitigated against in the proposed application. There is no need for this extension as there is an excess of BESS capacity in the pipeline compared to UK targets.

Cllr Gasper allowed John Foster (a member of the public) to speak. He pointed out that the Axminster BESS was also refused based on the spacing between containers, and that this is one of several Planning Inspectorate judgements as many other BESS have been approved.

10:24am - Cllr L Raby left the meeting.

Councillors vote unanimously to object to the proposed development for the reasons listed in the Briefing Note, the risk to the aquifer and waterway contamination, the cumulative impact to the area, the lack of need compared to UK targets, and for the Axminster BESS decision to be submitted with the comments.

ACTION: Clerk is to send the comments to the Planning Department before the 16th October 2026 consultation deadline.

10:28am – Cllr L Raby returned to the meeting.

580. HYDROLOGY REPORT: to CONSIDER commissioning an external hydrology report to support the Council’s planning response, and to RESOLVE the associated expenditure.
Cllr Petersen advised that after we have had some expert input from Harry Styles on another BESS proposal (DC/26/01910 – Brunfort BESS), he suggested carrying out a full Burstall hydrology study. This must be done by a qualified hydrologist, but he does not have this qualification. He will put forward some suggested experts who could help.

The expected cost of this study would likely be around £7,000. Several donations have been made into the PBRC fund from residents to help with studies.

Councillors unanimously approved to fund a hydrology study from PBRC funds.

ACTION: Cllr Petersen to follow up on the list of hydrologists recommended.

582. TRANQILLITY STUDY: to CONSIDER commissioning an external professional noise/ tranquillity study to support the Council’s planning response, and to RESOLVE the associated expenditure.
Cllr Gasper explained that a comprehensive baseline noise study was never carried out prior to the approval of various developments in the area, and several areas are now impacted by an increase in noise from the many energy developments.

A professional - Sharps Acoustics - has quoted £7,000 to conduct a tranquillity noise study across Burstall to identify the remaining tranquil areas. The noise studies will provide professional evidence that can be submitted with any Parish Council comments to future development proposals.

A grant of £5,000 has been received from National Grids Local Giving fund towards a tranquillity study. Donations have also been made into the PBRC funds from residents to help with studies.

Councillors unanimously approved to fund the tranquillity study from the Local Giving Fund and PBRC funds.

ACTION: Cllr Petersen to instruct Sharps Acoustics to begin the study.

There being no other business, the Chair closed the meeting at 10:36.
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